In the course of a fortnight the flesh wound was healed, but for weeks the state of the eyes gave cause for great anxiety. Portions of the conjunctiva had to be snipped away to remove the gunpowder, the source of great irritation; while the almost total inability to swallow reduced his strength to almost vanishing point. In November the tissues in the neighbourhood of the antrum of Highmore became inflamed, causing considerable suffering. One evening the boy had a fit of choking, and during a paroxysm brought into his mouth the brass end of a second cartridge, of the existence of which up to this date we had heard nothing. On questioning his brother who shot him, it turned out that prior to introducing the blank cartridge in the breech he had put into the breech the brass end of a cartridge (from which he had removed the paper containing the powder), which had slipped into the barrel, and he thought fallen out to the ground. The brass end had evidently remained in the barrel, and when the blank cartridge was fired off, had been projected like a bullet, and lodged in the boy's right antrum of Highmore, where it remained for four months. From the patient's symptoms it is probable that the brass end of cartridge found its way from the antrum into the posterior nares, and from thence to the pharynx, bringing on the feeling of choking. From the short distance at which the muzzle of the gun was from the patient when it was fired off, and from the line of the track of the wound, on first consideration it seemed marvellous how the brass cartridge end which lodged in the antrum did not penetrate the posterior wall of the antrum, and then the base of the skull, through the sphenoid bone, at the origin of the pterygoidens externus muscle.
The possible explanation of the boy's marvellous escape seems to be:
(a.) The cartridge end and the blank cartridge were so smal that they did not nearly fill the circumference of the barrel?thus a great deal of their force was lost. 
